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Tafseer Al-Baqgarah (2: 203)
From the book, Introduction to the Tafseer of the Quran,

by the Ameer of Hizb ut Tahrir, the eminent jurist and statesman, Ata Bin
Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah:
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“And remember Allah during [specific] numbered days. Then whoever hastens [his
departure] in two days - there is no sin upon him; and whoever delays [until the third] -
there is no sin upon him - for him who has tagwa on Allah. And have tagwa on Allah
and know that unto Him you will be gathered”. [Surah al-Bagarah 2:203]

Allah (swt) clarifies in this verse as follows:

1- Glorifying the greatness of Allah (i.e. saying Takbir) after the prayers during the day of
Nahr (10th day of Dhul Hijjah) and the days of Tashreeq (11th to 13th day of Dhul Hijjah) and
also during the slaughtering (of animals) and throwing pebbles (at Jamrat).

As for the days of Tashreeq, it is indicated as eéﬂ\lfﬁ eﬁi% “Numbered days” as came in the

noble verse. This is because Allah (svvt) mentioned these days in the verse, followed by saying,
gake a3 AL gay e a) b ias B 03 ¢y “Then whoever hastens [his departure] in two

days - there is no sin upon him; and whoever delays [until the third] - there is no sin upon
him”. It was reported as sahih from the Messenger of Allah (saw) that he (saw) named them as
‘Three days of Mina’ excluding the day of Nahr. The Prophet (saw) said: ze> 4l sla (b (dd e gally
whgle o) M8 AL Gag Adle af) M Cpags B Jaal (e ADUY e olf &) 288 jadl) g gtk 38 “The Hajj is Arafah.
Whoever came to Jam’u during the night, before the time of Fajr, then he has attended the
three days of Mina, so whoever hastens (leaving after) two days, then there is no sin upon
him, and whoever delays, then there is no sin upon him.” The night of Jam’u is the night of
Muzthalifah and whoever reaches there before sunrise i.e. before sunrise on the day of Eid ( day
of nahr), then he has attended the three days of Mina which means what is after the day of Eid.
This is because a day starts with sunset and ends with that and it is the day of Arafah. What he
reaches is the day of Tashreeq which is the three days of Mina, except for the day of Eid. The
Messenger of Allah (saw) commented on it by saying, Al Y& A cay 4de ) S g b 05 by

e@eh “so whoever hastens (leaving after) two days, then there is no sin upon him, and

whoever delays, then there is no sin upon him.” This indicates that three days of Mina which
were mentioned in the hadith are the ‘numbered days’ mentioned in the above verse.

As for the verse 4iisha oGl @ @ 138335 “And remember Allah during [specific]
numbered days.” i.e. it means glorify the greatness of Allah (saying Takbir) after the obllgatory
prayers during the days of Tashreeq. Similarly, in the following verse, clagla aGi & &) au) P

§pai) Laygs 04 483 L & “mention the name of Allah on ‘known days’ over what He has

provided for them of [sacrificial] animals.” [TMQ 22:28], This indicates to glorify the greatness
(of Allah, by saying Takbir) during the days of Nahr which is the day of sacrifice (Day of Adha),
the first two days amongst the days of Tashreeq, as narrated from Umar and Ali (ra). And this is
the view of Hanafis, Malikis and Hanbalis.

It is reported by Nafi from Ibn Umar that ‘Numbered days’ and ‘Known days’ in the previous
two verses are combined as four days: day of Nahr which is ‘known’ and ‘not numbered’, two
days after the day of nahr which are ‘known’ and ‘numbered’ and the fourth day which is
‘numbered’ and ‘not known,’ since sacrifice in this fourth day is not valid.

As for glorifying the greatness (Takbir) during the pebbles throwing (at Jamrat), this is due to
what was reported about the Hajj of Messenger of Allah (saw): g 4 aws 158 98 5 Jlaad) am Oy



«xS “Prophet (saw) threw stones while he (saw) was saying: ‘In the name of Allah and
Allah is great.”

Similarly, during the slaughterlng (of anlmal) the name of Allah and takbir are mentioned as
mentioned in the verse: Al L & al) | 55&i & b Ji U alia 38 AN o<l b jlas ¥ asal & o u&%

G%UW‘ a3 “Their meat will not reach Allah, nor will their blood, but what reaches Him is

piety from you. Thus have We subjected them to you that you may glorify Allah (saying
Takbir) for that [to] which He has guided you; and give good tidings to the doers of good.”
[TMQ 22:38] and it has also come in the hadith of slaughtering.

2- 48 oAl 4 ) Y AL gag 4 &) SB gk b 35 oady “Then whoever hastens [his

departure] in two days - there is no sin upon him; and whoever delays [until the third] -
there is no sin upon him- for him who has Tagwa on Allah.” This verse has two matters:

a- Allah (swt) has permitted the person to complete his Hajj and leave to his family (i.e. his
home) after throwing stones on the second day of Tashreeq. The pilgrim stones the first Agaba
pillar (Jamrat Al-Agaba Al-Ula) after sunrise on the day of Nahr. Then he stones the three pillars
(Jamarat) after the first day of Tashreeq passes and then after the second day of Tashreeq
passes. After that it is permissible for him to hasten and return to his family, after completing his
Hajj or he can delay and stone the pillars (Jamarat) on the third of Tashreeq and after that he can
return to his family, after completing his Hajj with the farewell tawaf (circumambulation).

What is indicated in this verse is that the pilgrim of Hajj has a choice to hasten. It should not
be said ‘how does the choice occur, while both of them are different in terms of reward, since
delaying is the best? It should not be said so, as the choice can occur between two equal
persons (in terms of reward), same as the choice occurs between the better and the best
persons, such as the choice given to travellers to choose between fasting and breaking the fast,
whilst fasting is better for him as long as he is capable. Allah (swt) says, aéaﬁ A | gh gl ub%o “But

to fast is best for you (those who travel)” [TMQ 2:184].

b- this is the verse about the conclusion of Hajj and it gives that whoever either completes
his Hajj and returns to his family during the second day of Tashreeq i.e. after stoning the Jamarat
on the second day of Tashreeq or completes hajj and returns to his family after stoning the
Jamarat on the third of Tashreeq, both will have no sin if he is amongst the pious people i.e. his
sins will be forgiven and he will have no sins i.e. general sins will be negated. However, this
promise of Allah (swt) is only for those who are pious as He (swt) says oéu-'ﬁ\ &l “for him who is

pious to Allah” i.e. this promise is specific to them. Therefore if the pilgrims of Hajj perform their
Hajj for the sake of Allah (swt), while being pious for Allah (swt), they will return to their family
without any sins upon them i.e. their sins will be forgiven as said by Messenger of Allah (saw),
«Aal Al agaS oLl (1 7 A (Buidy alg G ald ) 13 2 ey “Whoever performs Hajj to this Ka'ba
and does not have sexual relations (with his wives) nor commit sins (while performing
Hajj), he will come out as sinless as a newly born child.” And His (swt) saying, oé‘\-r-b a) Sy,

“there is no sin upon him” is a general negation (sl= &) and absolute acquittal (dlks 4 %) i.e.
those who hasten or delay while being pious on their Hajj i.e. performing it for the sake of Allah
with piety upon Allah, then they will be forgiven. This was said by Ali bin Abu Talib, Ibn Abbas
and lIbn Masood (ra).

As for saying of Allah (swt) %uﬁ‘ ¢aly “For those who have Tagwa”, it is not a condition for

the permissibility of hastening or delaying, rather it is a condition for the returning of the pilgrim in
order for his sin to be forgiven. Allah (swt) says a@-ﬁr— (u\ 313%» “There is no sin upon him” whether

he hastens or delays

3- §lspeas aad 4 a1 gale i 4 ‘335‘3%» “Have Tagwa on Allah and know that unto Him you will

be gathered” i.e. it is upon pilgrims of Hajj, after they have returned to their family, to continue in
their Tagwa to Allah (swt) and that they should always remember that they will be dead,
resurrected and accounted in front of Allah (swt), in order to prevent themselves from committing
any disobedience, fearing the wrath and punishment of Allah and hoping for His Jannah and
pleasure by preserving Allah’s forgiveness for them in their Hajj one upon another Hajj.
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