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Tafseer Al-Bagarah (2: 190-194)
From the book, Introduction to the Tafseer of the Quran,

by the Ameer of Hizb ut Tahrir, the eminent jurist and statesman, Ata Bin
Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah
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“Fight in the way of Allah those who fight you but do not transgress. Indeed. Allah
does not like transgressors. And kill them wherever you overtake them and expel
them from wherever they have expelled you, and fitnah is worse than killing. And do
not fight them at al-Masjid al- Haram until they fight you there. But if they fight you,
then kill them. Such is the recompense of the disbelievers. And if they cease, then
indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. Fight them until there is no [more] fitnah and
[until] religion belongs to Allah. But if they cease, then there is to be no aggression
except against the oppressors.” [Surah al-Bagarah 2:190-194]

Allah (swt) clarified the following in the above verses:

1. After Allah (swt) has mentioned the details of Hajj in the previous verse, He (swt)
spoke in these verses the details about Fighting (Jull). He (swt) then again mentions Hajj by
saying, «%3;»333\3 gl ‘33333%0 “And Complete the Hajj and Umrah...” [Surah al-Bagarah 2:196]
until the last verses about Hajj after that. Allah (swt) connected the mentlonlng of Hajj and
Jihad in many verses. After He (swt) mentioned the verses, 3 &i3al Al Jas J—m u-d ) i 55 YJ%»

u-u-'lmﬂ ) iyl Gl JIsaY) (e oaliy g sally Ci3Al G pipdy eS-uMs (154) Gyiads ¥ (<iy LA
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#(157) Hs¥gall “And do not say about those who are killed in the way of Allah, "They are

dead." Rather, they are alive, but you perceive [it] not. And We will surely test you with
something of fear and hunger and a loss of wealth and lives and fruits, but give good
tidings to the patient, Who, when disaster strikes them, say, "Indeed we belong to
Allah, and indeed to Him we will return.” Those are the ones upon whom are blessings
from their Lord and mercy. And it is those who are the [rightly] guided.” [Surah al-
Bagarah 2:154- 157] He (svvt) followed it by mentioning Hajj and Umrah as Allah (swt) said,
4580 3 ) g (ad 4Bl e ba 304005 Wall &) “Indeed, as-Safa and al-Marwah are among

the symbols of Allah, So whoever makes Hajj to the House or performs Umrah...”
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:158].

Similarly, after mentioning the verses of Hajj in Surah Hajj in which He (swt) said, A\J%o
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4(37) Oeaal) “And [mention, O Muhammad], when We designated for Abraham the site

of the House, [saying], "Do not associate anything with Me and purify My House for
those who perform Tawaf and those who stand [in prayer] and those who bow and
prostrate. And proclaim to the people the Hajj [pilgrimage]; they will come to you on
foot and on every lean camel; they will come from every distant pass- That they may
witness benefits for themselves and mention the name of Allah on known days over
what He has provided for them of [sacrificial] animals. So eat of them and feed the
miserable and poor. Then let them end their untidiness and fulfill their vows and
perform Tawaf around the ancient House." That [has been commanded], and whoever
honors the sacred ordinances of Allah - it is best for him in the sight of his Lord. And
permitted to you are the grazing livestock, except what is recited to you. So avoid the
uncleanliness of idols and avoid false statement, inclining [only] to Allah, not
associating [anything] with Him. And he who associates with Allah - it is as though he
had fallen from the sky and was snatched by the birds or the wind carried him down
into a remote place. That [is so]. And whoever honors the symbols of Allah - indeed, it
is from the piety of hearts. For you the animals marked for sacrifice are benefits for a
specified term; then their place of sacrifice is at the ancient House. And for all religion
We have appointed a rite [of sacrifice] that they may mention the name of Allah over
what He has provided for them of [sacrificial] animals. For your god is one God, so to
Him submit. And, [O Muhammad], give good tidings to the humble [before their Lord].
Who, when Allah is mentioned, their hearts are fearful, and [to] the patient over what
has afflicted them, and the establishers of prayer and those who spend from what We
have provided them.And the camels and cattle We have appointed for you as among
the symbols of Allah ; for you therein is good. So mention the name of Allah upon
them when lined up [for sacrifice]; and when they are [lifeless] on their sides, then eat
from them and feed the needy and the beggar. Thus have We subjected them to you
that you may be grateful. Their meat will not reach Allah, nor will their blood, but what
reaches Him is piety from you. Thus have We subjected them to you that you may
glorify Allah for that [to] which He has guided you; and give good tidings to the doers
of good.” [Surah al-Hajj 22:27-37]. After this, Allah (swt) mentioned verses of Fighting, 5\%0
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£(41) JJAY‘ e 4ty Al (e 1548 chglmally 155405 383N 155 “Indeed, Allah defends those who

have believed. Indeed, Allah does not like every treacherous and ungrateful.
Permission [to fight] has been given to those who are being fought, because they
were wronged. And indeed, Allah is competent to give them victory. [They are] those
who have been evicted from their homes without right - only because they say, "Our
Lord is Allah." And were it not that Allah checks the people, some by means of others,
there would have been demolished monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques
in which the name of Allah is much mentioned. And Allah will surely support those
who support Him. Indeed, Allah is Powerful and Exalted in Might.[And they are] those
who, if We give them authority in the land, establish prayer and give zakah and enjoin



what is right and forbid what is wrong. And to Allah belongs the outcome of [all]
matters.” [Surah al-Hajj 22: 38-41]

The hardship attained when performing the rites of Hajj, particularly when the Haaji
travels far away from his homeland to the places of Hajj, this hardship is similar to the
hardship of battle in Jihad. This clarifies the wisdom behind the mentioning of Hajj and Jihad
consecutively in most of the verses in which Hajj is mentioned. And the Expiation (Kaffarah)
of evil deeds by accepted Hajj and martyrdom in the Path of Allah clarifies the important
relationship between Hajj and Jihad. When Aisha (ra) asked RasulAllah (saaw) about the
non-Obligation of Jihad for women and its Obligation over men, RasulAllah (saaw) said, o»
qal Al Al coy ) ma 4d JUB Y g oSide “Upon you women is a jihad in which there is no
fighting: the Hajj and Umrah pilgrimages.” [Bukhari 1423, 1728, Ahmed 6/165, Ibn Majah
2892]

RasulAllah (saaw) performed Hajj in the tenth year of Hijra (Hajjathul Wida). After he
(saaw) completed the Hajj, explaining its rites to the Muslims and returning to Madinah, one
of the first actions that he undertook was the preparation of the army of Usama to fight
against Rome i.e. Jihad was his first action after returning from performing Hajj to Madinah.
Abu Bakr (ra) performed Hajj in the twelfth year of Hijrah. After he (ra) completed his Hajj and
returned Madinah, amongst his first actions was to march forth with an army against the
Persians and Rome and it was during the Battle of Yarmuk that Abu Bakr (ra) died. And then
Khalid bin Walid (ra) performed Hajj during his war in Irag. After he completed his rites of
Hajj, he returned to fight. Umar (ra) performed Hajj in the fourteenth year of Hijra and during
his Hajj, he mobilized Muslims for the fight against Persians in Qadisiyya. Accordingly, some
of the pure Khulafa’a after the Khulafaa’a Rashideen did the same. Some of them used to
wage war in one year and perform the Hajj in another year and it was as though both Hajj
and Jihad are mutually connected to one another.

This is the Hajj mentioned in the Book of Allah and Jihad mentioned in the Book of Allah.
These were mutually connected in the Sunnah of RasulAllah (saaw), in the history of the
Khulafa’a Rashideen and those Khulafa’a who emulated them. Their marching forth to their
Hajj was interconnected to the marching forth of their army to fight their enemies. Allah (swt)
said 44 Ol Cijd cisgal \sdly SUall 1elal Gild sy (e il “there came after them
successors who neglected prayer and pursued desires; so they are going to meet
evil.” [Surah Maryam 19:59]. Hence, they separated the Ahkam (Legal Rulings) of Islam.
They permitted to some extent Dawah to Worship (Ibaadah) but stipulated complete silence
over Dawah to Khilafah and Jihad. They separated Salah from Khilafah and going of Hajj
from the advancing of the army in Fighting. Some of them even dared to transgress in the
Deen of Allah by undermining Jihad and talking of peaceful Jihad, until they were not
ashamed to nullify Jihad in their conferences. May Allah destroy them, how are they deluded.

Islam is comprehensive and cannot be divided. Some of its legislations are taken
without neglecting the other. Ahkam of Worships (Ibadah) should not be separated from that
of Transactions (Muamalaat). Morals, food and clothing should not be separated from
Khilafah, giving the Pledge of Allegiance to the Khalifah and mobilizing the army of Muslims
to fight. Being good to neighbors and parents is not separated from war policy and
international relations.

This is how it is in the Book of Allah and Sunnah of the RasulAllah (saaw). This is how
the Khulafa’a Rashideen (ra), Sohaba (ra) and the followers in righteousness dealt with the
issue. May Allah (swt) unite us with them in the paradises of Na’eem and Firdous. Indeed,
seeking the pleasure of Allah (swt) is great. Allah (swt) said, Csdll g diljld Jguitly A & gy

4 Ul (uay Cuallally 138205 (uliliall s (il (e agile 411 @5l “And whoever obeys Allah and



the Messenger - those will be with the ones upon whom Allah has bestowed favor of
the prophets, the steadfast affirmers of truth, the martyrs and the righteous. And
excellent are those as companions. ” [Surah an-Nisa’a 4:69].

2. Allah (swt) commands us to fight in the Path of Allah (swt) against those who fight
against us. These are those who have the ability to fight against us amongst the warring
disbelievers. They are not those who do not have the ability to fight against us such as
women, children, old men, their scholars and monks. However, if they fight against us, we
will fight them also. As for the general Hukm (Legal Ruling) is that we are commanded to
fight against the enemies who have the ability to fight as we have mentioned before.

Allah (swt) forbids us to transgress in our fighting, such that we do not kill any child or old
or woman and we do not surpass commands of Allah (swt) in fighting such as treachery,
acting unfaithfully, mutilation or cutting of trees, except what is needed in the war policy
according to Shariah.

RasulAllah (saaw) used to say to the armies which he sent for fighting, <) Juw 213
el 3ol colaaal Y g sl ) 191585 Y g 1985 g 19585 g 185 g 19381 cAlly LIS (s 155 “Fight in the path of
Allah, fight against those who disbelieve in Allah, Do not act unjustly, do not be
treacherous, do not mutilate and do not kill the child and the people of monastery.”
[Ahmed 4/240, 5/532]

3. 4akisbiE Gl A Ju b 1565 “Fight in the path of Allah against those who fight
you” i.e. fight in the Path of Allah against the disbelieving fighters. It is not just against those
who initiate the fighting. Rather it is also against those who have the ability to fight against

you, since Jihad is the initiation of fighting against disbelievers. And it is not the defensive
war, which means that we do not only fight them if they fight against us.

The verses of Allah (swt) and the Sunnah of the RasulAllah (saaw) clarify that Jihad is
the initiation of fighting against the disbelievers to spread Islam and to open the lands in
order to raise the word of Allah as the highest.

o gAhi A 1phaly BN G Ak il 14BE, “Fight those adjacent to you of the
disbelievers and let them find in you harshness” [Surah at-Tawba 9:123]

o A bl Gsky Al (68 Y i bl “Fight them until there is no fitnah and [until]
Deen belongs to Allah” [Surah al-Bagarah 2:193]

o 1sisl Culll S BRI G Gisles W3 Al sy AN A3A L G sa0nd W3 AT asally 5 Ay Gty ¥ Gudl 1 bk
§hukla 3 5 e 4dad 14ka i Qs “Fight those who do not believe in Allah or in the
Last Day and who do not consider unlawful what Allah and His Messenger have made
unlawful and who do not adopt the religion of truth from those who were given the

Scripture - [fight] until they give the Jizyah willingly while they are humbled.” [Surah
at-Tawba 9:29]

And many more... all of which indicate the initiation of fighting against disbelievers to
spread Islam.

Similarly, from the Sunnah of the RasulAllah (saaw):

o S (151G A Juw 8 153¢)» “Fight in the path of Allah, Fight against those who
disbelieve.” [Ahmed 4/240, 5/352]

o Hadith of «agie J8E daal gld Juad & I aged» “invite them to three courses of
action, which of them they respond to, accept it from them...” [Muslim 3261]

The conquests during the period of the RasulAllah (saaw) and during the period of the
Khulafa’a Rashideen are witness to this. All of which is the initiation of fighting against



disbelievers to raise the word of Allah (swt) as the highest.

The meaning of the verse sl Gl 4 Juun b 155855 “Fight in the path of Allah
against those who fight you” is as follows: Fight in the Path of Allah against the
disbelieving fighters i.e. fighters of the disbelievers and do not transgress. So do not fight
against those who do not fight you from amongst women, children, old men, scholars and
monks who are in monasteries. If they fight, then they are fought. RasulAllah (saaw) passed
by a woman who was killed and said «Ji4d »3a «ils Lay “This is not one with whom fighting
should have taken place” [Abu Dawud 2295, Ahmed 4/178, 3/488] and he disapproved of
her killing. The Understanding (-5 Mafhoom) of this hadith is that if she fought, then it is
allowed to kill her.

The meaning of %\33353 ¥3» “do not transgress” is ‘do not violate the Legal Rulings in

fighting against the enemy, do not commit what is prohibited to do in fighting. And it does not
mean that you should not initiate fighting against your enemy in any case.’

As for those who say that the verse means that fighting was allowed only when Muslims
were transgressed against during the early days of Islam, then it was abrogated by another
verse(s) to initiate fighting, this statement is Outweighed (z s>« MarjuH) as the Abrogation
should not be considered except when there exists contradiction in every aspect. Here there
is no contradiction. The verse does not mean that we must not initiate fighting against the
disbelievers. Rather it means that we must not transgress by violating the limits of fighting.
Hence, we do not increase more than what Shariah has permitted in fighting, as we have
clarified above. The meaning of the verse )53 ¥3» “Do not transgress” does not mean

non-initiation of Fighting. Rather it means that you should not violate the limits of Shariah in
fighting such as mutilation, killing of children and so on. Therefore, there is no contradiction
between the verses of fighting and hence there is no Abrogation.

4. Fighting in the Path of Allah is fighting to raise the word of Allah as the highest. And it
is not for Benefit or Sam’ah (i~ To be Known/reputation) or Riyaah (%, Showing Off).
RasulAllah (saaw) was asked about the person who fights for the sake of making his valor
known or showing off...” It was narrated, €3 i by Sl s dpan iy 5 dolads S8 Ja ) 08 (il Jinin
€Al Jrw (B ggd Liall A Al dals (esit J5B (e 1) fAl) Juw B “RasulAllah (saaw) was asked
about a man who fights to prove his courage, or out of pride and honor for his close
relatives, or to show off. The RasulAllah (saaw) said, ‘Whoever fights so that the Word
of Allah may be supreme is the one who (is fighting) in the cause of Allah.” [Bukhari
120, 2599, Muslim 3525].

Whoever fights to show off or for the sake of patriotism or for worldly benefit, then it is not
fighting in the Path of Allah. Accordingly, intention is considered in Jihad, which is Ilke other
worships (Ibadah). The intention must be correct. He (swt) said, ahs Wlj diad 85 & ; PLTIEN e‘%o

§onplall aliy akia 1 sl Gl 41 “Or do you think that you will enter Paradise while Allah
has not yet made evident those of you who fight in His cause and made evident those
who are steadfast?” [Surah Aali-Imran 3:142]

5. Many verses of Allah (swt) and Ahadith of the RasulAllah (saaw) clarlfy the issues of
fighting and war policy. In the following verses, Allah (swt) said, absh Aly ab saiish Eoa 2b st B
c%asﬁﬁ‘ &A ba “And Kill them wherever you overtake them and expel them from
wherever they have expelled you” [Surah al-Bagarah 2:191]. Allah (swt) clarifies two
issues amongst the issues of fighting:

a) It is appropriate to fight against the warring disbelievers in every place except one
place which is mentioned in the glorious verse as, galall 33uall Mied “(do not fight them) at



al-Masjid al- Haraam.” Fighting in al-Masjid al-Haraam is not allowed with a condition that
they do not fight agalnst us there. If they fight, then we will fight there as it is clarified
afterwards. %ah Sl & »3-‘45\3% “And Kill them wherever you overtake them” i.e Kill them

in all the places where you find them as the word “&3s” “Wherever” is the Adverb of Place
(Zarf lil-Makan glSell s k),

b) It is obligatory to expel the disbelieving fighters from all the places where they have
expelled the Muslims. And it is not correct to approve them to stay in it. All the agreements
made to approve them are considered as invalid. Allah (swt) said, o%asﬁﬁ‘ Eia e MJAJAU%»

“Expel them from wherever they have expelled you.” Allah (swt) said, & efw-‘-ﬁb%o

IRATE

e%ehy-ma “And kill them wherever you overtake them” i.e. wherever you find them. The

word (<&l) “Thagaf” means: (s 3331 4a5 e 252 )) ‘presence (being found) in terms of
overtaking and dominance.’

Allah (swt) said, & (e iz 43z, “Fight them until there is no Fitnah.” The word

‘Fitna’ in origin linguistically means the smelting of gold in fire in order to remove impurities. It
was then used to mean the trials faced by the believers in terms of torturing, attempting to
turn them away from their Deen, prevention from the Path of Allah and spreading Shirk
(Polytheism) amongst them. Accordingly, here it is the clarification from Allah (swt) to the
believers that they should not hesitate to fight against disbelievers, since they attempt to
cause Fitnah in their Deen by using all kinds of tortures. Fitnah is more severe than killing
and they have killed the believers repeatedly, as an attempt to cause Fitnah over them, so let
the believers be active in fighting against them, without any leniency.

6. Allah (swt) clarified to the believers that they should not fight against the disbelievers
in Masjid al-Haram unless they fight against you there. Allah (swt) said, ywall dis aa kil P
§n KD #1350 A ah o 28 5RE (b 48 A0 AS 21380 “And do not fight them at al-Masjid al-
Haram until they fight you there”. Hamza and al-Kasaa’ee recited the verse as, ...a2 sk ¥ 5)
(ASslB b | aS5k8 Js | je without the letter ‘alif | * (i.e. they recited as “Do not kill them..

until they kill you... if they kill you...). The remaining seven reciters recited the verse with the
letter ‘alif | .

As for the recitation of ¢a sti& ¥ “Do not kill them,” (without Alif) it is the prohibition of
killing and fighting, as killing does not occur without fighting. As for the other recitation, ¥s&
4pa 58 “Do not fight them”, it is the prohibition of fighting, irrespective of whether killing
occurs or not.

Hence, the first recitation has two meanings, Fighting and Killing, and the second
recitation has one Precise (==~ Muhkam) meaning, Fighting. Both recitations are Concurrent
(Mutawatir). The Precise outweighs the Imprecise and therefore it is the prohibition of
fighting, irrespective of whether killing occurs or not i.e. prohibition of mere fighting at Masjid
al-Haram, unless the disbelievers initiates fighting against us, in that case we will fight them.

As for what had happened in few incidents of fighting during the opening of Makkah and
the killing of some of those of whom RasulAllah (saaw) abandoned their protection, as they
harmed Islam and Muslims, RasulAllah (saaw) did not take them out to kill them outside
Makkah. This was due to specific Hukm which allowed the RasulAllah (saaw) to kill for one
hour in the day time. It was reported by Bukhari, in which RasulAllah (saaw) said, AL 13 Gy
Y‘uida.t‘ﬂ‘gullﬁbyuduﬂ‘JMPSMUMM\ey@\d\hﬁe\ﬁ}@uﬁ)?\gu\w\dheyﬂ\ 4a%a
el a3 ) 4l daay a8 b JM&E On el “Allah has made this town a sanctuary since the
day He created the Heavens and the Earth. So, it is a sanctuary by Allah's Decree till



the Day of Resurrection. Fighting in it was not legal for anyone before me, and it was
made legal for me only for an hour by daytime. So, it (i.e. Mecca) is a sanctuary by
Allah's Decree till the Day of Resurrection” i.e. the prohibition does not include our fighting
against disbelievers, if they initiated the fighting of believers in Haram. However, if they leave
fighting in Haram and turn in repentance to Islam, Allah (swt) is Most Forgiving and Merciful.
Allah (swt) said, a0 Seit Al Gid ) e &153%» “And if they cease, then indeed, Allah is
Forgiving and Merciful.”

7. Then Allah (swt) commands the Muslims to fight against disbelievers in order to
eliminate what they are causing in terms of Fitnah to Muslims i.e. Shirk, prevention from the
Path of Allah, torturing the believers and attempting to turn them away from their Deen.
Accordingly, this fighting continues until the Deen belongs to Allah (swt) Alone. If the
disbelievers cease from their Shirk, disbelief and preventing from the Deen of Allah (swt),
Muslims stop fighting against them, as the fighting is only against the wrongdoers. If they
leave their disbelief and enter Islam, then they are not considered as wrongdoers.

Allah (swt) said, 448 (&6 ¥ i ahslisy “Fight them until there is no [more] Fitnah”
i.e. until they cease to do Shirk, prevention from the Path of Allah and torturing the believers
to turn them away from their Deen.

Allah (swt) said, o%f\:‘é &l 083 “And [until] the Deen belongs to Allah” i.e. until the
Deen becomes belongs to Allah (swt) Alone without having any Shirk in it. This is what
sensed by the Laam (3>\)) that precedes («ll) and it glves the meaning of complete dominion
to Allah (swt). Allah (swt) did not mention here as, 441 AN 4583k “And (until) the Deen,
all of it, belongs to Allah” as mentioned m/Surah Anfal 8/.38. This verse refers to the
disbelievers in general. Allah (swt) said, cuaa 38 |5 &)y Cil 3 L agd 80 15455 &) 19388 Cpdll 08
§(39) Jwar slang Loy Al GB350 b 4l A LN Gk 4B (00 Y S b sl (38) (w3 4k “Say to
those who have disbelieved [that] if they cease, what has previously occurred will be
forgiven for them. But if they return [to hostility] - then the precedent of the former
[rebellious] peoples has already taken place. And fight them until there is no fithah

and [until] the Deen, all of it, belongs to Allah. And if they cease - then indeed, Allah is
Seeing of what they do.” [Surah al-Anfaal 8: 38-39]

This verse in Surah Baqgarah refers to the polytheists (mushrikeen) of the Arabs i.e. a
part of the disbelievers, whilst the verse in Surah al-Anfal refers all the disbelievers in
general. Hence the word (AJS) ‘all of it’ is appropriate in the verse of Surah al-Anfal ik u-ml\%»

e@i; “The Deen, all of it, belongs to Allah” unlike the verse in Surah al-Bagarah c%?-‘-,‘ il
“The Deen belongs to Allah.”

Allah (swt) said, o@geé@\ S Y Gz ﬁ% “then there is to be no aggression except
against the oppressors.” Punishing the oppressors (wrongdoers) is not an aggression in
reality. However the word aggression is used as a Metaphor as in the saying of Allah, f}’é%o
4 Xl L Jia 4 15016 2k X1 “So whoever has transgressed against you, then
transgress against him in the same way that he has transgressed against you” [Surah

al-Bagarah 2:194] i.e. naming the punishment for evil, as evil and the punishment for
transgression, as transgression.
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