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Tafseer Al-Baqgarah (2: 174-176)

From the Book, Introduction to the Tafseer of the Quran,

by the Ameer of Hizb ut Tahrir, the eminent jurist and statesman, Ata Bin
Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah:
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“Indeed, they who conceal what Allah has sent down of the Book and
exchange it for a small price - those consume not into their bellies except the
Fire. And Allah will not speak to them on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He
purify them. And they will have a painful punishment. (174) Those are the ones
who have exchanged guidance for error and forgiveness for punishment. How
patient they are in pursuit of the Fire! (175) That is [deserved by them] because
Allah has sent down the Book in truth. And indeed, those who differ over the
Book are in extreme dissension. (176)” [Surah Al Bagarah 2: 174-176]

Allah (swt) clarifies in these Ayaat the following:

1. In these verses, there is confirmation of what has been stated in the previous
verses about the consequences of the concealment of knowledge and the
concealment by those People of the Book of their knowledge of RasulAllah (saaw) in
their books, but in these verses there is a new meanlng In the previous verse, it is

stated, ﬁ.u.h‘g aly ﬁ-‘dﬂ d.\SJ\ c.al.iSS\ uﬁ UAL\SS ol.\.u L UA 5:@1\3 c_al.u.\l\ UA L\JJA\ L UJ.uSa u.a.ﬂ\ u\%)
%uﬁ-\?ﬂ\ “Indeed, those who conceal what We sent down of clear proofs and

guidance after We made it clear for the people in the Scripture - those are
cursed by Allah and cursed by those who curse.” [Surah al-Bagarah 2:159]. This
verse is a statement of the situation of those who conceal all that Allah (swt) has
revealed in general, whether it is to achieve the worldly benefits for them or for others,
such as their concealing the revealed punishment of status so they do not apply on
them, or they deny that they really know him (saaw), so that they do not follow him.
This is on one hand. On the other hand, there are the concealers that are in the state
of correct Repentance, such as before death, for example, or in according to what is
in its ruling. That is, the possibility of Repentance is given and so Allah (swt) said after
that ¢lsis 1salaly 156 Gl 3 “Except for those who repent and correct

themselves and make evident [what they concealed]” [Surah al-Bagarah 2:160]

As for the verse that we are discussing now, s34y GEsh (e Al 55 G &8 Gl &)



%M U& 4 “they who conceal what Allah has sent down of the Book and

exchange it for a small price,” it's a statement of the situation of those who conceal
what Allah _has revealed for the benefit of others, in exchange for compensation.
Therefore, Allah (swt) said, 458 Uai 4 &933%35 “and [they] exchange it for a small

price” in this respect. The concealers are in a state where Repentance is not valid,
l.e. the possibility of repentance is not given. It is as if they are dying upon their kufr,
whilst concealing what Allah has revealed in the Book. Therefore, Allah (swt) said
after that: ¢al G a1y a3 Y5 il a5 Al 2l Y5 00 3) agishl B Gl L &3l “those
consume not into their bellies except the Fire. And Allah will not speak to them
on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He purify them. And they will have a painful
punishment.”

2. 45 Ud 4 G5y “and exchange it for a small price” This is the Literal

Meaning (&ski), with no Contrary Understanding (A« » 5¢8) for it, because it is drawn
out of the most likely outcome. Those who have been concealing Truth, usually do not
get from their superiors, for whom they conceal, except a little compensation, with
respect to the enormity of the crime they commit.

Thus, there is no Contrary Understanding for it, i.e., it cannot be said that if they
conceal that which Allah has revealed for a great price, then there will be no sin on
them. Instead concealing that which Allah revealed is a great crime, regardless of
whether there was a great or small price for it.

%Jﬁ“ b e«-ulu % sl Ly “[they] consume not into their bellies except the Fire”
l.e. they consume in their bellies as a result of their concealing of what Allah (swt)
revealed is nothing but Haraam (Prohibited) wealth, which will be the reason for their
entry into the Fire of Hell on the Day of Resurrection. So, Fire here is in the
metaphorical (s)s<) sense, instead of Haraam wealth, because it is caused by it.

gAalall a3 Al 4l Y3 “And Allah will not speak to them on the Day of
Resurrection” i.e. by words that please them, since Allah (swt) said in another verse
that He will speak to them by that which grieves them, $¢sal ¥ gd 1 5wl 08 “He will
say, "Remain despised therein and do not speak to Me.” [Surah Al-Mu’minoon
23:108].

4adl Qe 2gly 283 Y5 “nor will He purify them. And they will have a painful

punishment.” He does not purify them with the forgiveness of their sins or praise
them, but rather He punishes them with a painful punishment.

3. Allah shows their status.
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