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Tafseer Al-Bagarah (2: 221)
From the book, Introduction to the Tafseer of the Quran,

by the Ameer of Hizb ut Tahrir, the eminent jurist and statesman, Ata Bin
Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah:
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“And do not marry polytheistic women until they believe. And a believing slave
woman is better than a polytheist, even though she may please you. And do not
marry polytheistic men [to your women] until they believe. And a believing slave is
better than a polytheist, even though he might please you. Those invite [you] to the
Fire, but Allah invites to Paradise and to forgiveness, by His permission. And He
makes clear His verses to the people that perhaps they may remember.” [TMQ Surah
Al-Bagarah 2:221]

Allah (swt) mentions the following matters in this noble verse:

1. Prohibition of marrying a believing woman to a polytheist and the prohibition of marrying a
polytheistic woman by a believer, irrespective of a variety of qualities of the polytheistic men and
women such as wealth, prestige or others.

The statement of prohibition is due to the saying ¢<syaall 14A<E Y35 “And do not marry
polytheistic women” and e%u-&)wd! PECh \2:9% “And do not marry polytheistic men [to your
women]”. Here there is an Indication (Qareena) that gives a decisive prohibition which is: ‘3-;533%0
%413‘ & &% “They are inviting (you) to the Hellfire”. Accordingly, the forbidding (nahee) is
decisive i.e. it is Haram.

2. Polythelstlc men and women here includes all the disbelievers due to the indication of the
saying, 3 J (% ‘_u,\%, “They are inviting (you) to the Hellfire” i.e. they are inviting you to
the disbelief that would lead to Hellfire. This is because the Hellfire mentioned here is opposite to
Paradise, whilst the people of Hellfire Who will never enter the Paradise are the disbelievers. This
is because the saying, e@-\ﬂ S Gy dﬂs‘% “They are inviting (you) to the Hellfire” is a divine

reason (illah) for the prohibition and due to the goodness of (choosing) a believing slave woman
over polytheistic free woman and the goodness of (choosing) a bellevmg slave man over
polytheistic free man. And this is regarding the subject of marriage, i.e. %JU\ S oy 3\%» “They

are inviting (you) to the Hellfire,” it is the divine reason (illah) for the goodness of believers, as
well as for the prohibition of believing men marrying polytheistic women, or believing women
marrying polytheistic men.

This divine reason (illah) with this meaning includes ‘those who invite to disbelief which would
lead to Hellfire’. This refers to all the disbelievers, whatever may be their type.

It should not be said here that the word used is (<) ‘polytheist’ and it does not include ( Jai
<usll) ‘People of the Book’ as the prohibition of marrying polytheistic men and women does not
include People of the Book, since the verses came to differentiate polythelsts from the People of
the Book as Allah (swt) says: 43 & ga Ga plile O3 & Gisyaal ¥ Gish JAT G 1358 Gl 3 Gy

“‘Neither those who disbelieve from the People of the Scripture nor the polytheists wish
that any good should be sent down to you from your Lord.” [TMQ Surah Baqgarah: 105]. It
should not be said that for two reasons:



A- The Jews and Christians are polythelsts due to the divine texts of Quran as Allah (swt)
says P@.LIA daﬁwbﬁwﬁ\dﬁuﬂhmﬂ.b\ﬁhﬂiﬁdhm\ ol @.uud\ 5)4.\3\ EATEY UJ‘JJAJQ {3.4.\1\ u.“&g%o
QA 3h 1 A Y Taa3 ) 1380 11 3 0e0 Lag s (30 eieaalls 33 Ga UG Ak 33 b JUAT 13485 | sk 1
%uasw e “The Jews say, “Ezrais the son of Allah;” and the Christians say, “The Messiah
is the son of Allah.” That is their statement from their mouths; they imitate the saying of
those who disbelieved [before them]. May Allah destroy them; how are they deluded? They
have taken their scholars and monks as lords besides Allah, and [also] the Messiah, the
son of Mary. And they were not commanded except to worship one God; there is no deity
except Him. Exalted is He above whatever they associate (034 i.e. polytheists) with Him.”
[TMQ Surah Tawba: 30-31]. Thus, Jews and Christians are polytheists.

B- The word (cxS_<4)) ‘Polytheists’, if it is named plainly with indications, this will denote those
who make associations equal to Allah i.e. indicating one of the types of disbelief. If the word
comes with an indication, then it is according to the indication. And here the word comes with the
divine reason ‘those who are inviting to the Hellfire, who will not enter paradise’. This divine
reason includes all the disbelievers including the People of Book, for they are not the people of
Paradise.

As for the verse: 4535 (a g8 ba aile 935 & (s paal) ¥y cish Jal Ga 13588 G330 35 Wy “Neither those
who disbelieve from the People of the Book nor the polytheists wish that any good should
be sent down to you from your Lord.” [TMQ Surah Al-Baqgarah: 105]. These are the names for
the types of disbelief: the people of the Book and polytheists. Both of them indicate its names.
Accordingly, the words e%‘;sﬂﬁd\%» ‘polytheistic women’ and o@ésﬂﬁ\% ‘polytheistic men’ of the
verse include all the disbelievers, from amongst the People of the Book or others as we have
clarified.

That is what this verse denotes:
The prohibition of marrying a disbelieving woman by a believer,
And the prohibition of marrying a disbelieving man by a believing woman.

3. The specification (uaum takhsees) of this general verse about all the disbelievers has
come in Surah Maida: c_\.uyd\ (e c_u.ma.db ?GJ da eﬂla.h\g ?S_‘ ‘_SA t_uSS\ \343\ u.i.ﬁ\ el:.hjh"_u.\h“ éSJ JA\ @JJ\%)
eées-,‘# O G 165 G G Eiaddll g “This day [all] good foods have been made lawful, and the

food of those who were given the Scripture is lawful for you and your food is lawful for
them. And [lawful in marriage are] chaste women from among the believers and chaste
women from among those who were given the Scripture before you,” [TMQ Surah Maida:
5].

Here it is the takhsees for the types of disbelief. The verse refers to the chaste women from
the People of the Book i.e. Jews and Christians. They, chaste women from the People of Book,
are the ones called by this word in the Shariah. Accordingly, Muslims are permitted to marry
chaste women from the People of the Book i.e. (wlié=ll - modest women).

As for the Muslim woman marrying a disbeliever, the prohibition remains in general, due to
the verse 221, and there is no takhsees of the verse that came to indicate any type of disbelievers,
whether they are from amongst the People of the Book or others.

4. As for why we have said: %"—353‘ ) 5550 6333‘%» ‘Those who were given scripture’ i.e. ‘the

people of book’ denotes the Jews and Chnst;ans it is due to many divine texts that came in the
Quran and Sunnah. Some of them are: wu &a Y dmm ‘LUJ-\S‘ us).a\ Lo aa il G Gaalad al sty ‘,uu%o

eéuﬂvﬁ S8 “O People of the Scripture, why do you argue about Abraham while the Torah and

the Gospel were not revealed until after him? Then will you not reason?” [TMQ Surah Al-
Imran: 65] i.e. the People of the Book are Jews (Torah) and Christians (Injeel). When the
Messenger of Allah (saw) was asked about dealing with Zoroastrians, He (saw) said: ag |si»
«aglad ASU Y g agailid ST e QU Jaf 4w “Treat them like the people of book in matters other
than eating their slaughters and marrying their women” [Al-Muwatta’: 544, Al-Tabarani’s Al-



Mujam Al-Kabir: 19/437, Al-Bayhaqi: 9/189, Ibn Abi Shabiya: 3/224, 12/243, Abd al-Razzaq:
10025] i.e. Jews and Christians, except in the matters of slaughtering and marrying their women.
There are also other divine texts indicating that.

5. However, the only exception from the prohibition is marrying the chaste women from the
People of the Book. As for some of the Muslims who move to the lands of disbelief in east and
west, marrying disbelieving women without any consideration of the chastity of women, it is a
violation of the Hukm Shariah. This is because the reality of those lands is that they are dominated
by the so-called personal freedom that makes zina as their customary practice. Therefore, it is
very important for a Muslim youth to pay attention to this matter. If they find chaste women from
the People of the Book, then it is permissible for them to marry. If not, it is not allowed for them
in order to preserve the Ahkam Shariah, not to mix paternities, and not to fall into many tragedies,
as a result of these situations.

Ibn Atiya reported that Hudaifa Bin Yaman (ra) married a woman from the People of the Book.
Umar bin Farooq (ra) wanted to separate them and so Hudaifa told him: ‘O Ameerul Mumineen!
Are you claiming that it is haram so that | will leave her?’ Umar (ra) said: <ial oSy cal a Wil ac 5 Y
Oeie Sl sall | 5hla3 )1 ‘| @am not claiming that it is haram. However, | am afraid that they would come
to mingle with the promiscuous from amongst them.’

Ibn Abbas (ra) reported the same i.e. Umar (ra) detested it due to the possibility of lacking
chastity. So how can it be realized today in the lands of disbelief?

In another narration reported by Ibn Jarir who married a Jewish woman, Umar (ra) wrote a
letter to him: ‘leave her in her path’. He replied: ‘Are you claiming that it is Haram so that | will
leave on her path?’ Umar (ra) replied: <t sl | silss o Glal <1561 s el a2 51 Y “No, | do not claim that
it is haram, however | am afraid that they would come to abstain from believing women.’

Umar (ra) detested this as the people may then abstain from Muslim women. Accordingly, it
is clear that if a Muslim youth wants to marry a kitabi woman, he must affirm that she is a chaste
woman, who does not participate in Zina. If that is the case, then it is permissible for him to marry
such a woman. However, marrying the Muslim women is the most preferable as the Prophet
(saw) said: «didy Cuyi Gl cilly HABE gialy Ldlaad g Lsad g Lllal 10 Y 34l iy “A woman may be
married for four reasons, for her property, her rank, her beauty and her religion; so get the
one who is religious and prosper” [Al-Bukhari: 4700, Muslim: 2661, Al-Tirmidhi: 1006]

6. Based on what we have mentioned, only the chaste women i.e. modest women from the
People of the Book are excluded from the prohibition of marrying the disbelieving women. And
the verse prohibits other than those as we have mentioned earlier.

The meaning of the verse is as follows: It is prohibited to you, O believers, to marry
disbelieving women except the modest women from amongst the People of book. And indeed,
the believing slave woman is better than the disbelieving woman, no matter how beautiful she is.
Also it is prohibited for you to marry the believing women to disbelievers of all the types, whether
polytheists, People of the Book, Zoroastrians and others. And indeed, the believing slave man is
better than the disbelieving man, no matter how admirable he is. This is because the invitation of
disbelievers and their paths are to the Hellfire, whilst the invitation of believers and their paths
are to Paradise and forgiveness from Allah (swt).

Then Allah (swt) clarifies at the end of the verse that these verses revealed by Allah (swt) are
clear and explicit as to the invitation of the disbelievers to the Hellfire and to the invitation of
believers to the paradise and forgiveness from Allah (swt). These verses are intended as a
subject of reminder for the believers about the Day of Reckoning, the Paradise or Hellfire, so that
they would strive themselves to draw closer to the Paradise and distance themselves from the
Hellfire.

455 Y3 “And do not marry” i.e. do not get married.

438 i Ga 3A ddasa &3 “And a believing slave woman is better than a polytheist,” the
believing slave woman is opposite to the free woman, because the subject is about the



clarification of goodness and superiority between Iman and polytheism. Thus, it is appropriate to
say that Iman elevates even the status of slave women, who fell into slavery, whilst its absence
lowers the status of free polytheistic women i.e. Iman raises slave women to a higher degree and
a better status than the polytheistic free women. In this verse, the believing slave woman is
absolutely preferred over polytheistic woman. As for the preference of free believing women over
free disbelieving women, it is according to the principle of “for greater reason” (sl <k ) (a
correspondent meaning &/ sall a s¢is).,

4385381 3153k “Even though she may please you”: (bl wiss) ‘Consequence clause’ for this

conditional clause is removed, as indicated by the previous sentence i.e. ‘Do not get married to
her even if she delights you’. And thus a believing slave woman is better than her.

And pleasing includes everything that adorns her in the eyes of those who seek to marry her,
such as her beauty, money and all other things that make to desire for her. The Prophet (saw)
said: b 3233 01y copadad O ol gal pund gl 5aY 08 53338 Vg R OF s und giuad pludl) 12335 Yy
«dadl ¢y @l plagu sla A Y cpl) e “Do not marry women for their beauty, for it may lead to
their doom. Do not marry them for their wealth, for it may lead them to fall into sin. Rather,
marry them for their Deen. A black slave woman with piercings whose Deen is better.” [Ibn
Majah: 1849, Al-Durr Al-Manthur: 2/616]

e%‘*—uy 4¥3 “And a believing slave woman,” the sentence begins with (Lam Ibtida- starting
lam) which is similar to (Lam Al-Qasm- Swearing Lam) that gives emphasis. It is the emphasis
both for preferring believing women and for the prohibition of marrying disbelieving women. Also
the saying 4 y&a a 54 Gala 3algh “And a believing slave is better than a polytheistic man”
gives the same meaning: Preference to the believers and prohibition of marrying believing woman
to the polytheistic man. The Prophet (saw) said: (S5 s gladi ¥ &) o g2 98 4818 5 4l Gy gua 5 (e aSela 1)y
o s by ga ) A4 “If there comes to you one with whose character and commitment
to Deen you are pleased with, then marry (your daughter or female relative under your
care) to him, for if you do not do that there will be Fitnah in the land and widespread
corruption” [Al-Tirmidhi: 1084, Ibn Majah: 1967, Ibn Hibban in Al-Thigat: 5/491]

@jjﬁ"ﬁ; eeiﬁ bl 4-\4‘ é;;éjs% “‘And He makes clear His verses to the people that perhaps
they may remember.” Here Allah (swt) mentions o%uus-\-u%o “They may remember”, and Allah
(swt) mentions in the previous verse %b}j“ﬁﬁ% “You may reflect” [TMQ 2: 219]. This is because

the previous verse was a commentary to sensitive matters such as; wine, gamblmg orphans and
betterment for the orphans. Thus Allah (swt) said: %op\zu G 4 R PO LN IR S P ‘.u.ss%o
“Thus Allah makes clear to you the verses [of revelation] that you might give thought in
this world and Hereafter” [TMQ 2:219,220] i.e. it reflects on these sensitive matters to you so
that you will adhere to what improves your Dunya and Hereafter with this reflection.

As for here in this verse, Allah (swt) said: &3 Mh sodhally A1ad) I 138y by LN LY s d-%\%o

eéuus-\-u PAS R *Lu‘ “Those invite [you] to the Fire, but Allah invites to Paradise and to

forgiveness, by His permission. And He makes clear His verses to the people that perhaps
they may remember.” The subject of Hellfire and Paradise is not under the sensory perception
of humans to reflect upon. Rather, it is based on the transmitted narrative (naqgl) and reminder (of
Allah). So, Allah (swt) says: %usﬁ-‘-ﬂ asM% “perhaps they may remember.”



