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American Geopolitical Interests in the Combined Theatre 

The Middle East and the Indian Subcontinent together constitute the most geopolitically 
consequential theatre on earth for American grand strategy. The reasons are not arbitrary; they 
are shaped by geographic realities that no policy choice can alter. Muslim-majority territories 
contain approximately 55 per cent of proven global oil reserves and 70 per cent of natural-gas 
reserves (BP Statistical Review of World Energy, 2023). Four of the world’s most critical maritime 
chokepoints — the Strait of Hormuz, through which approximately 21 per cent of global 
petroleum consumption transits daily, Bāb al-Mandab, the Suez Canal, and the Strait of Malacca 
— lie within or adjacent to these territories. Pakistan, bordering India, Afghanistan, Iran, and 
China, is the Ummah’s sole nuclear-armed state. These geographic facts do not, in themselves, 
constitute American interests; but they shape every American political objective in the region, 
giving those objectives their distinctively geopolitical character. 

The overarching American geopolitical interest is the prevention of any unified Muslim 
political authority across this geography that could exercise sovereign leverage over energy 
resources, maritime passages, and nuclear capability simultaneously. This is, in the specific 
sense defined above, a political objective shaped by geographic factors: it is the physical 
concentration of hydrocarbons, chokepoints, and nuclear assets within a single civilizational 
space — the Muslim World — that gives the objective its strategic urgency. A unified Islamic 
political authority, the Khilafah (Calipahte), would command these assets by virtue of geography 
alone. The prevention of such consolidation has been the organizing principle of Western 
strategy in this theatre since the abolition of the Uthmani Khilafah (Ottoman Caliphate) on 28 
Rajab 1342 AH (3 March 1924), and it remains the foundational geopolitical interest from which 
all others derive. 

From this foundational interest flow several derivative geopolitical objectives, each shaped 
by a specific geographic configuration. The political fragmentation of the Arab heartland ensures 
that no single authority exercises leverage over Gulf hydrocarbons; this objective is shaped by 
the geographic distribution of oil fields across Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, the UAE, and Iran — 
states whose mutual separation is the precondition of American energy primacy. The 
containment of China requires a belt of allied states across the Indo-Pacific; this objective is 
shaped by India’s geographic position along a 2,000-kilometre disputed border with China and its 
command of the northern Indian Ocean littoral flanking both Hormuz and Malacca. The 
maintenance of a network of dependent Muslim-majority governments — the client-ruler order — 
is shaped by the geographic fact that these governments sit atop the resources and chokepoints 
whose control is the substance of American primacy. The exhaustion of Pakistan as a strategic 
actor is shaped by its geographic encirclement: India to the east, an American-influenced 
Afghanistan to the west, and an American-sanctioned Iran to the southwest. And the construction 
of an integrated surveillance architecture spanning from Gaza to Kashmir is shaped by the 
geographic distribution of Muslim populations across the theatre. 

The Jewish entity and India are indispensable to this architecture not because of any 
ideological affinity with Washington but because of where they sit on the map. The Jewish entity 
occupies the geographic junction of Africa, Asia, and Europe at the eastern Mediterranean; it 
physically obstructs the consolidation of any unified Arab political authority between the Nile and 
the Euphrates. India occupies the entire northern littoral of the Indian Ocean; it physically obstructs 
the consolidation of any unified Islamic political authority between Afghanistan and Bangladesh. 
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The geographic placement of these two states — one at each end of the Muslim World — is what 
makes their cooperation strategically decisive for American geopolitical interests. 

Geoeconomic Instruments: The Economics of Subjugation 

The geopolitical interests identified above are sustained by geoeconomic instruments: 
economic tools of statecraft that make political control durable, self-financing, and structurally 
resistant to challenge. Dollar hegemony is the foundational instrument. The dollar constitutes 
approximately 58% of global central bank reserves and 88% of foreign exchange transactions. 
The petrodollar system guarantees the recycling of Gulf oil revenues through American financial 
instruments, enabling the United States to finance its massive debt and weaponize the financial 
system. The second tool is the debt system via the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank, which transforms Muslim countries into perpetual debtors through conditions such as 
privatization and austerity. Pakistan is a prime example, as are Egypt, Jordan, and Tunisia. The 
third tool is the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT) system, 
which grants Washington the ability to financially isolate countries, as happened with Iran. Oil 
revenues deposited in American banks are also used as a tool of political pressure, as in the 
case of Iraq. 

Initiatives such as the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) and the 
Technology Initiative (iCET/TRUST) are tools that combine geopolitics and economics, along 
with military technology transfer deals to India, which aim to enhance its role in containing China. 
The direction of the arms market is clearly evident, as Russia’s share of India’s arms purchases 
has declined in favor of the West, with India being exempted from Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) sanctions despite purchasing the S-400 system. 
This demonstrates that economic tools are adapted to serve geopolitical priorities. The so-called 
“economy of genocide” stands out as a geo-economic tool, where major companies and financial 
institutions are linked to supporting the military operations of the Jewish entity, thus linking 
economic profit with the continuation of hegemony. 

The Dual Enforcement Mechanism 

The Jewish entity serves American interests through its location and military role as an 
advanced American base in the heart of the Muslim World, in addition to its role in projects like 
IMEC, while also pursuing its own expansionist project. The Hindu state, on the other hand, 
serves American interests through its geographic location and its role in confronting China and 
containing Pakistan, supported by defense and intelligence agreements, while also pursuing the 
“Akhund Bharat (Greater India)” project. The two sides do not operate independently, but rather 
coordinate their cooperation through the United States, via frameworks such as I2U2 group (the 
Jewish entity, India, UAE, United States — formed July 2021) and military, technological, and 
intelligence cooperation, creating an integrated system that reinforces control. 

The Islamic Political Response 

The existing system relies on fragmenting the Muslim World into weak states. The structural 
response within Islamic political thought is the re-establishment of the Caliphate, as a unifying 
authority implementing Islam. Unlike capitalism, Islam offers a different economic system based 
on wealth distribution, guaranteeing basic needs, prohibiting usury, and making natural 
resources the common property of the Muslim community. This would end the dominance of the 
dollar and the current global financial system. The establishment of the Khilafah would dismantle 
the current geopolitical and economic structure, end military cooperation between India and the 
Jewish entity, and unify support for Muslim causes. This requires removing subordinate regimes 
in the Muslim World and adopting a methodology for change based on intellectual and political 
action, whilst seeking military support (نصرة nussrah) for the project of an Islamic state. 

Conclusion 

The United States has defined its geopolitical interests and employed economic and military 
tools to achieve them, relying on the Jewish state and the Hindu state as instruments of 
implementation. This system is based on the fragmentation of the Muslim World. The re-
establishment of the Khilafah represents the only structural response capable of dismantling this 
system, and Hizb ut Tahrir (حزب التحرير Party of Liberation) is the only entity carrying this project 
forward. 


