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Az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam ibn Khuwaylid al-Qurashi al-Asadi was the son of the Prophet’s
aunt, Safiyyah bint Abd al-Muttalib, and one of the earliest to embrace Islam. He was one of
the first seven who hastened to accept the Deen and contributed to its blessed vanguard in
Dar al-Arqam. Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (ra) invited him to Islam, making him among the earliest to
accept Islam at Abu Bakr's hands; it is said he was the fourth or the fifth to embrace Islam.

Az-Zubayr migrated to Abyssinia during the first migration but did not stay long. He then
married Asma bint Abu Bakr (ra), and together they migrated to Yathrib, which later became
known as al-Madinah al-Munawwarah. There she gave birth to Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr, who
was the first male child born to the Muhajirun in the city.

Az-Zubayr was one of the ten promised Paradise and was known by the kunya
(nickname) as Abu Abdullah and Abu Tahir. He was also one of the six candidates
nominated for the Khilafah (Caliphate) after the assassination of Umar (ra).

Lineage: He is az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam ibn Khuwaylid ibn Asad ibn Abd al-Uzza ibn
Qusayy ibn Kilab ibn Murrah ibn Ka’b ibn Lu’ayy ibn Ghalib ibn Fihr ibn Malik ibn an-Nadr ibn
Kinanah ibn Khuzaymah ibn Mudrikah ibn llyas ibn Mudar ibn Nizar ibn Ma’d ibn Adnan. His
father, al-Awwam, was the brother of Khadijah bint Khuwaylid (ra), Mother of the Believers
and wife of the Messenger of Allah (saw).

His Mother: She is Safiyyah bint Abd al-Muttalib ibn Hashim ibn Abd Manaf ibn Qusayy
ibn Kilab ibn Murrah ibn Ka’'b ibn Lu’ayy ibn Ghalib ibn Fihr ibn Malik ibn an-Nadr ibn
Kinanah ibn Khuzaymah ibn Mudrikah ibn llyas ibn Mudar ibn Nizar ibn Ma’'d ibn Adnan, the
paternal aunt of our Prophet Muhammad (saw).

His Birth and Upbringing:

Az-Zubayr was born in Makkah al-Mukarramah, around 28 years before the Hijrah,
approximately in 594 CE. He grew up in a noble household of Quraysh and was known for
his courage from an early age. His mother, Safiyyah, raised him with firm discipline, and he
used to say, S, oSl Sia o ai cilS “She would strike me so that | would become a man.”

Az-Zubayr embraced Islam when he was sixteen years old though it is also said he was
twelve, or even eight. He was among the very first to accept the Deen, despite the harm and
torture he endured. He was tortured by his uncle, who would burn incense smoke around him
until he nearly suffocated. Yet az-Zubayr would say: '3 U el ¥ 415 “By Allah, | will never
return to disbelief.”

His Marriage:

Az-Zubayr married Asma bint Abu Bakr (ra), known as Dhat an-Nitagayn (“the possessor
of the two sashes”). From her he had Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr, who later became one of the
noble leaders of the Muslims. Their home was one of faith, struggle, and patience, and Asma
was a great support to him throughout his life. He also married other women.

His children included: Abdullah, Urwah, al-Mundhir, Asim, al-Muhajir, Jafar, Ubaydah,
Amr, Khalid, Musab, and Hamzah.

His daughters were: Khadijah al-Kubra, Khadijah as-Sughara, Umm al-Hasan, Aishah,
Habibah, Sawdah, Hind, Ramla, and Zaynab.
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Az-Zubayr During the Life of Our Prophet Muhammad (saw):

Az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam witnessed all the battles and campaigns alongside our Prophet
Muhammad (saw). He was among the finest horsemen, and his body bore many wounds
from stabbing and arrows—more than thirty injuries.

Ali ibn Zayd said, « 23 cahall Ge &l A& 5530 a5l &3 5050 G5 Ge 82y “Someone who
saw az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam told me that his chest looked like eyes, open hollows, from the
stabs and arrows.”

Al-Hasan al-Basri said, «% ;3 g &€ s (455 datas a3l 0y “Az-Zubayr had thirty-
some wounds, all of them received alongside the Prophet (saw).”

And Ibn Shihab said, 435 Ge & Sa Wl it :3505 4 Jea a0 ity aie il ) Gle i Wy
«Z & J ) “When Ali (ra) was brought the sword of az-Zubayr, he began to turn it over in his
hand and said: ‘A sword that so often removed distress from the face of the Messenger of
Allah (saw).”

It is also narrated from ong of the Tabi'in who said, P IORH o)ts-u\ and GA e‘y—“ & s e Cisiay
huL@_u\Ju\)u\dJu\)mmj &als ‘u}@ubmmﬁ ‘M\A.J\L;m;ul;s«_u.mﬁ FUM\ - ‘)seu@umu;
€A Ju A5 2 D Jl) &a ‘>!\ AA\J;LG_\ALA»J\} RN aad &8 flgil ) Mg - 06 (L ¢ accompanied az-
Zubayr ibn al-Awwam on one of his journeys, and he became junub (required a major ritual
bath) in a barren land. He said: ‘Cover me,’ so | covered him. But a glance escaped me, and
| saw him mutilated by swords. | said: ‘By Allah, | have seen on you marks | have never seen
on anyone.” He said: ‘You have seen them?’ | said: ‘Yes.” He replied: ‘By Allah, not one of
these wounds was received except alongside the Messenger of Allah (saw) and in the cause
of Allah.”

It is also narrated that the Prophet (saw) allocated to him four shares from the spoils of
war: one share for himself, two shares for his horse, and one share from the shares allocated
to the relatives of the Prophet.

_He (az-Zubayr) killed Ubaydah ibn Said ibn al-As in the Battle of Badr, and he said, Eudly
m‘wﬂ\u\dy\h\ d\sﬁ swﬂ\a_\\éy\@&}h)coh.\c Y\MAL;)JY¢CAAA}A)UAM|UJML)45M Jmey
@l aie & Adiakd 53R 4l “On the Day of Badr, | encountered Ubaydah ibn Said ibn al-As.
He was fully armored, so that only his eyes could be seen, and he was known as Abu Dhat
al-Karish. He said, ‘I am Abu Dhat al-Karish!” So | charged at him with my spear and struck
him in his eye, and he died.”

Hisham said, & 25 & 5 4 %20 < R & e 8 Gy 806 5550 O EoAll i Qs
«alask “| was informed that az-Zubayr said: ‘I placed my foot on him, then leaned my weight,
to pull the spear out, and it was only with great effort that | withdrew it, for both ends had
bent.”

Urwah said, J.:\ u.a.ﬁ (ARSI )S.\ 5l L@_JL (.\.1 QA # 4 d}uu UA.\S CALIORSER = O sy WY Ay
e d\ die U'_\aﬁ} Hlaie dzgusa (B hels e Mz Lgalh £ BT Hak (b Gl G shels ee ) X
«J8 s sde A& G5 Gy A Ae @ik “The Messenger of Allah (saw) asked him for it (the
spear), so he gave it to him. When the Messenger of Allah (saw) passed away, az-Zubayr
took it back. Then Abu Bakr (ra) requested it, so he gave it to him. When Abu Bakr passed
away, Umar (ra) asked for it, so he gave it to him. When Umar passed away, az-Zubayr took
it back. Then Uthman (ra) requested it from him, so he gave it to him. When Uthman was
killed, it fell into the hands of the family of Ali (ra). Then Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr requested it,
and it remained with him until he was killed.”

Az-Zubayr was wounded in the Battle of Badr: It is narrated from Urwah that, =3 & o\S»
€ sa il as 3l 55 O as i i g bl A0V @S ) @lile b cplaal sl DG “Az-Zubayr
had three wounds: one of them on his shoulder indeed, | could insert my fingers into it. He
received two of them on the Day of Badr, and one on the Day of Yarmouk.”



Az-Zubayr wore a yellow turban on the Day of Badr, and the angels descended wearing
yellow turbans as well. The Prophet (saw) said, «J-uJS\ sl o &3 A8NEY Gi» “Indeed, the
angels descended following the appearance of az-Zubayr.”

In the Battle of Badr, he fought with the courage of heroes and was among the bravest of
those who bore the sword.

The Battle of Uhud:

In the Battle of Uhud, az-Zubayr remained firmly with the Prophet (saw) when many
people fled.

Az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam witnessed the Battle of Uhud and was among those whom our
Prophet Muhammad (saw) appointed to pursue the Quraysh army after the battle ended.

Aishah (ra) narrated 'Regarding the verse, Gl 80 adibial L s e Jskily A 1siadl Gudl
e 530 13813 agda 155a] “As for those who responded to the call of Allah and His
Messenger after their injury, those of them who did good and were mindful of Allah
will have a great reward.” [TMQ Surah Aali Imran: 172]. She said to Urwah, Js ‘Gn\ ) by
G B s G Gl (O sS A e Caiail (4] yuua\u%md}wuu\w‘py\jﬂ)\ adie &gl
«a s S sl a8 B Slay (i adie G aa i) 3 CAY “O son of my sister, your father was
among them: az-Zubayr, and also Abu Bakr. When the Messenger of Allah (saw) suffered
what he suffered on the Day of Uhud and the polytheists withdrew from him, he feared that
they might return. So he said: ‘Who will follow after them?’ Seventy men volunteered, and
among them were Abu Bakr and az-Zubayr.”

When the Muslims returned to al-Madinah al-Munawwarah after the Battle of Uhud,
bringing prisoners of war with them, the Messenger of Allah (saw) ordered az-Zubayr to
execute Abu Azza al-Jumahi.

lbn Hisham relates, dJsw J « 8 el J ooy b 10U o(laily ) adde a5 ¢ om0 ol 8 8 Jsm ) oSy
QAlie kb ¢y L Afie Gl (Ofie llese Cead Jsis L dSe e madd Y Al 3 A “The
Messenger of Allah (saw) had captured him at Badr, then granted him release (by ransom).
Abu Azza said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, grant me pardon.” But the Messenger of Allah (saw)
said: ‘By Allah, you will not wipe your cheeks in Makkah afterward, saying you deceived
Muhammad twice. Strike his neck, O Zubayr. So az-Zubayr struck his neck.”

The Battle of the Trench:

In the Battle of the Trench (al-Khandaq), the Prophet (saw) sent az-Zubayr to gather
intelligence about Banu Qurayzah, and he said to him, «g=ly 2 & “May my father and
mother be ransomed for you.”

Az-Zubayr witnessed the Battle of the Trench and killed Nawfal ibn Abdullah ibn al-
Mughirah al-Makhzumi during it. Ibn Ishaq narrates, “He struck him and split him into two, to
the point that his sword became notched, and he withdrew saying, =l e ¢ ainls el 554l )"

" Yl ihaadl “l am a man who defends and protects on behalf of the Chosen Prophet, the
Unlettered One.”

When rumors spread among the Muslims that Qurayzah had broken their pact with them
and the Messenger of Allah (saw) feared that Banu Qurayzah might indeed violate the
covenant they had with him, he appointed al-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam to bring him news of
them.

Jabir ibn Abd AIIah ibn Haram reported, IJ.-.‘:'JS‘ dﬁé asdll J-m Wil e I5aY) a gy 35 435‘ dJ“J Jéy
«J-t-ui\ JUA “The Messenger of Allah (saw) sard on the Day of al Ahzab ‘Who WI|| bring
us news of the enemy?’ Al-Zubayr said: ‘l will.” Then he again said: ‘Who will bring us
news of the enemy?’ Al-Zubayr said: ‘I will.” Then he again said: ‘Who will bring us
news of the enemy?’ Al-Zubayr said: ‘l will.” Then he said: ‘Every prophet has a hawari
(a devoted, loyal supporter), and my hawari is al-Zubayr.’”



So al-Zubayr went, observed them, and returned, saying, aesas Osabay agil) @l Jsu ) Ly
Cpeirile |gmen My agdyh ons “O Messenger of Allah (saw), | saw them repairing their
fortresses and clearing their pathways, and they have gathered their livestock.” The Prophet
(saw) then invoked his parents for al-Zubayr that day, saying to him, «gals i daé» “May my
father and mother be ransomed for you.”

Abd Allah ibn al- Zubayr reported $l 4 6ﬂ\ ?E\J\ csﬂ FA ‘54\ Cn ﬂ:, ERERS dml\ b3 & Uy
& S OS5 Ak 8 ) 5% Ges Sa5e ey I8 Ak a8 Gl ol eLU dle @ a1 gsl
u;;ds‘)cya_uSu\A.UL\;u\h@)@;d;ﬂ&ﬂ?@hhﬁ@)ﬂwuﬁhwd&dmaﬂeyéujdcA.U\GLAA.U\J}NJ
d\_\sd}m@@mm‘uyg@;ﬂgﬂ}mAn\ujmmd}u)utsum\}u\uuudmm)s‘su‘;\mu gv
«s45 & “On the Day of al-Ahzab, | and Umar ibn Abi Salamah were placed among the
women. | looked and saw al-Zubayr on his horse going back and forth to Banu Qurayzah two
or three times. When he returned, | said: ‘Father, | saw you going back and forth! He said:
‘Did you see me, my son?’ | said: ‘Yes.” He said: ‘The Messenger of Allah (saw) had said:
Who will go to Banu Qurayzah and bring me news of them? So | went. When | returned, the
Messenger of Allah (saw) invoked both his parents for me and said: May my father and
mother be sacrificed for you.”

The Battle of Khaybar:

Az-Zubayr witnessed the Battle of Khaybar and killed Yasir ibn Abi Zaynab, a Jew and
the brother of Marhab. Ibn Ishaq narrates: ac 3 € 5 tw e Jd 15k 9 500 7z 53 < uly 585 can e a1 "
el i () aliy el Jay e ) Jsm b o Ji rallaall ae by Abn 4al cullad (4l zoA ow)l Ol ss e O plda

owoll 4z Lald “Marhab’s brother, Yasir, went out calling: ‘Is there anyone to duel me?’
Hisham ibn Urwah claimed that az-Zubayr went out to face him. His mother, Safiyyah bint
Abd al-Muttalib, said: ‘O Messenger of Allah (saw), my son will be killed"” The Prophet (saw)
replied: ‘No, your son will kill him, by Allah’s will.” They met, and az-Zubayr killed him.”

It is also reported that whenever az-Zubayr was told that by Allah your sword had been
sharp that day, he would reply, "« S JS15 ca jbay OIS L &5 “By Allah, my sword was not really
sharp that day; | simply compelled it to strike him.”

The Conquest of Makkah

In the Conquests of Makkah, Hunayn, and Tabuk, he was among the leading
commanders in the first rank.

Al-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam was among those whom the Messenger of Allah (saw) sent with
Ali ibn Abi Talib to seize the woman who was carrying the letter of Hatib ibn Abi Balta’ah. So
Ali, al-Zubayr, and al-Migdad went and they captured the woman at Rawdat Khakh, twelve
miles from Madinah. They threatened to search her if she did not produce the letter, so she
handed it over to them.

When the Muslims entered Makkah, az-Zubayr carried one of the three banners of the
Muhajireen. The Prophet (saw) placed Khalid ibn al-Walid on the right flank, az-Zubayr on
the left flank, and Abu Ubaydah at the central front (al-Biyadigah). The banner of the Ansar
was with Sad ibn ‘Ubadah.

When they passed Abu Sufyan, he said to him: “Today is the Day of Battle, today the
sanctity is violated, today Allah has humbled Quraysh.” When the Prophet (saw) reached
Abu Sufyan, he asked: “O Messenger of Allah, did you hear what Sa’d said?” The Prophet
(saw) replied, «$J& Lg» “What did he say?” They repeated it. Then Uthman and Abd al-
Rahman ibn Awf said, “O Messenger of Allah, we fear Quraysh might retaliate.” The Prophet
(saw) replied, «lin@ 4@ & Joi as asdl Awsll 4d Al ag asdl Ji» “No, today is the day the
Kabah is honored, today Allah has exalted Quraysh.”

The Prophet (saw) then sent for Sa’d and took the banner from him, giving it to his son
Qays ibn Sa’d ibn Ubadah, though some reports say it was given to az-Zubayr.



Az-Zubayr planted the banner of Islam at al-Hajjun near Masjid al-Fath, and a dome was
erected for him there. He stayed until the Prophet (saw) arrived, and Al-Abbas ibn Abd al-
Muttalib said to him, “O Abu Abdullah, did the Messenger of Allah (saw) command you to
place the banner here?”

During the Era of the Khulafah ar-Rashidun (Rightly-Guided Caliphs) (ra):

After the passing of the Messenger of Allah (saw), az-Zubayr was among the guards
stationed to protect Madinah, because many Arab tribes had apostatized, and numerous
Bedouins coveted the city.

Abu Bakr as-Siddiq (ra) established a night watch around the city, which included Ali ibn
Abi Talib, az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam, Talhah ibn Ubaydullah, and Sa’d ibn Abi Waqgqgas.

Az-Zubayr fought alongside Abu Bakr as-Siddiq in the Wars of Ridda (Apostasy Wars)
and later went out to fight in al-Sham.

The Battle of Yarmouk:

Az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam participated in the Battle of Yarmouk, which took place at the
end of Abu Bakr's Khilafah (Caliphate) and the beginning of Umar ibn al-Khattab’s Khilafah
(Caliphate).

lbn Kathir narrates, oo OS5 ddaall o dla (e Jiadl sa 5 calsall a3l sl 2 Gad IS S5
el 1 slE g YA O Selae Janid e YT ) gl die gy JUaY) (e Aelea 4gll aaiali agileandip el ol i
alaal ab,‘);\ﬂ_uu\wcﬁ@;e})nuﬁmdﬁu csn addl g ) ganal gl Cogiin | seal s Lald | slen s Jand
[ENEPN M\jJ ‘_gj i o Cpa s J.\AJJCPJ 6&)?\@@&5@}5&5 Ay a)aé\.ﬂ\ ) g5la "“AZ Zubayr ibn al-
Awwam was among those who witnessed Yarmouk. He was one of the finest and bravest of
the Companions, a great horseman. A group of heroes gathered around him that day and
said: ‘Will you charge so we may charge with you?’ He replied: “You will not hold firm.” They
insisted, and he charged. When they faced the ranks of the Romans, they hesitated while he
pressed on, breaking through their lines to the other side. He returned to his companions,
and then they came to him again; he did the same as before. On that day he received two
wounds between his shoulders, according to one narration, one wound.”

Urwah said, v as Ol G e oabal Jas¥ @€ o) @iile 8 cala) il O il b oS
e nll 2 32al 95 “Az-Zubayr had three major wounds in his life: one on his shoulder indeed, |
could insert my fingers into it; two at the Battle of Badr, and one at the Battle of Yarmouk.”

The Conquest of Egypt:

Az-Zubayr participated in the conquest of Egypt. When Amr ibn al-As set out to conquer
Egypt, he requested reinforcements from Khalifah (Caliph) Umar ibn al-Khattab (ra).

The Khalifah sent reinforcements under the command of az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam.
Muslim historians report that the reinforcements numbered twelve thousand fighters, though
some accounts mention ten thousand. The Muslims were delighted by the arrival of such
prominent Companions, including az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam, Ubadah ibn al-Samit, al-Miqdad
ibn al-Aswad, and Muslimah ibn Mukhallad al-Ansari.

Shams ad-Din al-Dhahabi mentioned that when az-Zubayr set out as a warrior toward
Egypt, the governor of Egypt, Amr ibn al-As, wrote to him, «lelaxi 2 o sellall Ly a5 3 L)Y ol»
“The land is afflicted with plague; do not enter it.” Az-Zubayr replied, «gsetally ekl ca ja Ly
“I have gone forth for combat and the plague.” He entered Egypt, where he received a stab
to his forehead, which caused a splitting wound.

Az-Zubayr played a prominent role in the conquest of the fortress of Babylon. He, along
with a group of Muslims, climbed the walls and loudly proclaimed Takbir, making the fortress
defenders believe that the Muslims had breached the fort. Terrified, they abandoned their
positions. Az-Zubayr then descended and opened the gate for the Islamic army to enter.

In another narration, it is mentioned that when az-Zubayr ascended the walls, the
garrison realized this and opened the gate for Amr ibn al-As, coming out to negotiate. Az-



Zubayr went down and accompanied them to meet Amr, resulting in the capture of the
fortress of Babylon. He also witnessed the treaty that Amr ibn al-As granted to the people of

Egypt.

When Umar ibn al-Khattab (ra) was stabbed and nearing his death, he recommended
that the leadership after him be determined by consultation among six Companions who had
been satisfied with the caliphate during the lifetime of the Prophet (saw). They (ra) were:
Uthman ibn Affan, Ali ibn Abi Talib, Talhah ibn Ubaydullah, az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam, Abd al-
Rahman ibn Awf, and Sa’'d ibn Abi Waqqas.

His Famous Saying:

Az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam said, < sY) lele S a8 GEE) 1 i S Y) el Y Al el “We are
an Ummah that does not die except as martyrs. So why do | see so many dead upon their
beds?”

His Martyrdom:

Az-Zubayr participated in all the battles during the life of the Prophet (saw). He was the
commander of the right flank at the Battle of Badr, carried one of the three banners of the
Muhajirin at the Conquest of Makkah, and was among those sent by Umar ibn al-Khattab as
reinforcements to Amr ibn al-As in the conquest of Egypt. He was also named by Umar as
one of the six Companions for consultation (shura) regarding the Khilafah saying, « 85 c»dl a4
U=l atie a5 # A Jsu» “These are the ones with whom the Messenger of Allah (saw) was
satisfied at his death.”

After the assassination of Uthman ibn Affan, az-Zubayr went to al-Basrah seeking justice
for the killers of Uthman. He was killed by Amr ibn Jurmuz in the Battle of the Camel, in
Rajab, 36 AH, at the age of sixty-four years.

He had previously abstained from fighting, remembering the Prophet (saw)’s advice, <L)
Al A1 il g Wl Jiliiw “You will fight Ali while you are in the wrong toward him.” Yet he was
betrayed and martyred.

May Allah have mercy on az-Zubayr, a symbol of the Muslim knight who would not
accept humiliation, remained steadfast against falsehood, and never abandoned Islam.



