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qmerlca US is no More the Super Power it Used to be

News:

‘Europeans say they want cooperation with Washington. Their latest actions
speak a different language.” (Foreign Policy)

Comment:

Among Democrats, it was obvious that the election of Joe Biden would
trigger reverberant cheers throughout the world and expressions of sincere gratitude
that America was resuming its historic role as leader of the 'free world’, but it didn’t
happen.

Although America’s allies and enemies shed few tears over the electoral demise
of Donald Trump, it is abundantly clear that there are deeper explanations for the fact
that the world today is looking at America through very different eyes; a reappraisal
that dramatically accelerated during the stunning events that characterized the United
States’ “annus horribilis” of 2020.

Evidence of this remarkable attitudinal change is found in the recent survey by the
European Council on Foreign Relations of public opinion in its 11 member states. The
most startling finding of this poll is that “maijorities in key member states now think the
U.S. political system is broken, that China will be more powerful than the U.S. within a
decade, and that Europeans cannot rely on the U.S. to defend them.” Particularly
alarming is that among America’s historically closest allies, the conviction that the
U.S. political system is “broken” is strongest — 66 percent of the French, 71 percent
of Germans, and a shocking 81 percent of the British.

In light of these numbers, it is less surprising that by margins well over 2-to-1,
European public opinion is that in conflicts between the U.S. and China, or Russia,
their countries should remain neutral.

The practical consequence of this new reality was well illustrated by the tepid
reception received by President Biden at the recent Munich Security Conference,
where the European Union’s principal leader, German Chancellor Angela Merkel,
made clear the EU is all in on its recent trade pact with China and that Germany is
fully committed to the completion of the Nord Stream 2 natural gas pipeline with
Russia despite strenuous U.S. objections. France’s President Emmanuel
Macron further aggravated the U.S. delegation by renewing his call for European
“strategic autonomy,” which would involve a separate European army apart from
NATO. In a subsequent speech, Macron added insult to injury by pointedly
denouncing the American political-cultural phenomena of “wokeness” as a serious
threat to Europe.

Lest anyone think America’s problems are with Europe alone, take note of the
sharp rebuffs the U.S. has received in Asia, Latin America and the Middle East.

The clashes with India over the latter’s refusal to join U.S. sanctions against
neighboring Myanmar, a situation exacerbated by popular outrage over Vice
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President Harris’s niece’s apparent support for anti-government protesters. In the
Middle East, Biden’s tilt toward Iran has failed to charm them but has infuriated the
Jewish entity and the conservative Arab monarchies. Also, Turkish President Erdogan
is still smarting over Biden’s campaign promise to assist his opposition, as well as
recent criticism of his mistreatment of LGBT protesters.

In the Western hemisphere, the new administration has experienced conflicts with
Brazil over deforestation in the Amazon, with Mexico over collaboration to control
drug trafficking, and with Canada over cancellation of the Keystone XL pipeline.

Amidst all these red flags, none is more disturbing than the above-noted poll of
European public attitudes toward the United States. Without doubt, these altered
attitudes have been noticed by most other governments around the globe, and some
inevitably have reached similar conclusions.

World opinion about the U.S. is, to a great extent, shaped by news reporting in
America. Are foreigners likely to have confidence in a country that within the past year
became a panorama of riot-torn burning cities with a backdrop of political and cultural
self- flagellation’> Will they trust this country when the New York Times, via its “1619
Project,” echoed by others in mainstream media, declares that slavery is not an
element of American history but rather its defining characteristic?

Clearly, US allies apprehensively view America as a “self-broken” country, adrift
and unreliable. US arch rivals, notably China and Russia, see weakness and decline
and opportunities for them to challenge the United States at the times and places of
their choosing.

In the perilous days of the nation’s founding, Oddly enough, the current state of
affairs in US has invited a plethora of articles on US decline. In the past, thinkers
within America and outside related the decline of super power with Afghanistan and
Iraq and 2008 recession, added to these bouts of declines is another wave bought by
COVID 19 crisis and Trump’s soft coup. Whether America’s collapse is imminent or
not, one thing is for sure, US is no more the super power it used to be. The world is
witnessing an accelerated demise of American polltlcs democracy and global
primacy. Allah (swt) says: §0sasiius Y5 el aalig ¥ agdal sl 138 057 4 Kgs “And for

every nation is a term, So when their time has come, they will not remain
behind an hour, nor will they precede.” [TMQ: 7:34].
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