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India's Modi to Visit Indonesia, Australia, New Zealand

India is reinforcing its Indo-Pacific strategy through Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit
to Indonesia, Australia, and New Zealand from July 811, 2026. The tour reflects New Delhi's
evolving Act East Policy, which has expanded beyond Southeast Asia to strengthen India's
strategic presence across the broader Indo-Pacific maritime region.

In Indonesia, Modi will meet Indonesia’s President Prabowo Subianto to enhance
cooperation in maritime security, defense, trade, and cultural exchanges, including joint
conservation efforts at the Prambanan Temple Compounds. In Australia, discussions will
focus on defense cooperation, critical minerals, cybersecurity, supply chain resilience, and
emerging technologies. In New Zealand, Modi will advance the implementation of the
recently signed Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and expand bilateral investment and economic
cooperation.

Strategically, the visit underscores India's ambition to consolidate its position as a
leading Indo-Pacific power amid intensifying geopolitical competition with China. By
deepening ties with eastern partners, India seeks to secure vital maritime trade routes across
the Indian and Pacific Oceans, diversify supply chains, gain greater access to critical
minerals and advanced technologies, and strengthen partnerships with like-minded countries
committed to maintaining regional stability and a favorable balance of power. The tour
highlights New Delhi's growing emphasis on the eastern maritime region as a central pillar of
its geopolitical and geo-economic strategy.

The First Visit of Myanmar Leader to ASEAN Member Countries

Myanmar's leader Min Aung Hlaing visited Laos on July 3, marking his first visit to an
Association of Southeast Asian Nations member state since assuming the civilian presidency
in April 2026. During the visit, he met Lao President Thongloun Sisoulith, and both sides
signed several Memorandums of Understanding (MOUSs), including cooperation in space
technology, reflecting a gradual improvement in bilateral ties.

The visit is strategically significant because it represents part of Myanmar's broader
diplomatic effort to rebuild relations with ASEAN members after years of isolation. Since the
2021 military coup led by Min Aung Hlaing that ousted the democratically elected
government of Aung San Suu Kyi, Myanmar has faced widespread criticism from ASEAN
countries over the military's violent crackdown on civilians, which triggered a prolonged
humanitarian crisis, armed conflict, and political instability. Although ASEAN has maintained
engagement through its Five-Point Consensus, the bloc has largely refused to recognize
Myanmar's military-backed government and has excluded its political leaders from high-level
ASEAN summits.

The Laos visit follows Min Aung Hlaing's recent diplomatic engagements with China and
India, where discussions focused on trade, infrastructure, security, and regional connectivity.
Together, these visits demonstrate Myanmar's strategy of reducing diplomatic isolation by
strengthening ties with neighboring countries while seeking greater regional acceptance
despite continuing concerns over human rights, democratic governance, and the unresolved
political crisis that has persisted since 2021.



An American Pilot Killed by Separatist Group in Papua, Indonesia

An American pilot, Nicholas F. Gosselin, was killed after separatist fighters from the West
Papua National Liberation Army attacked and burned his aircraft in Indonesia's Highland
Papua region. Indonesia's military later recovered his body and launched an operation to
pursue the perpetrators while searching for the seven Papuan passengers who were
reportedly on board. The separatist group claimed the aircraft had repeatedly transported
Indonesian military personnel into areas under rebel control and described the attack as a
message to both the Indonesian and U.S. governments, urging them to address what it
considers the root causes of the Papua conflict.

The incident highlights the persistence of one of Southeast Asia's longest-running
insurgencies. The conflict between the Indonesian government and the Papuan
independence movement has continued for decades, dating back to the integration of Papua
into Indonesia in the 1960s. Armed clashes between Indonesian security forces and pro-
independence groups have intensified in recent years, resulting in significant casualties
among military personnel, separatist fighters, and civilians. The conflict has also displaced
thousands of residents, disrupted public services, and drawn international attention over
allegations of human rights abuses, while the Indonesian government continues to view the
separatist movement as a threat to the country's territorial integrity.

The killing also follows previous high-profile incidents, including the 2023 kidnapping of
New Zealand pilot Phillip Mehrtens by Papuan rebels, underscoring the deteriorating security
situation in the region and the growing risks facing civilian aviation operating in remote areas
of Papua.

Vietnam Offers Incentives to Boost Birth Rate

One year after abolishing its long-standing two-child policy, Vietnam has introduced new
incentives to encourage families to have more children in response to declining birth rates
and rapid population ageing. The new population law extends maternity leave from six to
seven months for mothers having a second child, provides free prenatal and newborn health
screenings, and offers one-time financial bonuses for eligible families.

The policy marks a significant shift from population control to population development as
Vietnam seeks to prevent future labor shortages and reduce pressure on its social welfare
system. According to the United Nations Population Fund, the country is transitioning from
limiting births to encouraging sustainable demographic growth.

However, many couples remain unconvinced. Rising living costs, housing constraints,
and the high expenses of raising children continue to outweigh the government's financial
incentives. For many young families, the modest benefits are insufficient to influence their
decision to have a second child, highlighting the broader economic challenges behind
Vietnam's declining fertility rate.
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